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“From Here to Home”:
Constructing a Dialogue 
between Contemporary 

and Historical 
Migration Narratives



collectief MOOS & partners



collectief MOOS
Ill

us
tr

at
io

ns
: R

ut
h 

G
ov

ae
rt

s,
 T

in
ne

D
rie

se
n,

 S
an

ne
Ve

rs
tr

ae
le

n,
 D

id
o 

D
ra

ch
m

an
. P

ai
nt

in
g:

 N
ils

 B
lo

m
m

ér
. 



d r o o m |t| h u i s

- Migration stories 

- past and present

- to and from the Kempen

- Migration as historical and universal 
part of humanity (Massey 2009)

- Lived experiences

- personal testimonies

- literature and archives

- Differences and similarities

- Migrants and refugees

- Connection in diversity

Marcel Van Deuren en Jos Geudens, 
Arendonk – Canada, 1954

Regina Veloso de Veen
Brazilië – Beerse, 2008

Wincent Adamowicz, 
Polen – Wortel, 1951



Kempen

migrant and refugee

mapped against an

already existing ‘authentic’ 

identity, shaped by (a.o.)

‘white’ heritage
(R. Bromley 2015)

www.kempenserfgoed.be



Outcomes
January 2024 – December 2026

Results

- website with stories

- two story trails 

- educational trajectory 

Participants

- colleges, schools, libraries, artists, volunteers, 
cultural professionals

- intergenerational and intercultural contact



Heritage & social cohesion

- Variety of migration stories (heritage?)

- rich and nuanced portrayal of migration

- mutual understanding and empathy

- Participation in heritage activities 

- contributes to individual well-being 
(Thomson et al, 2012; Drysdale, 2018; Ateca-Amestoy et al, 2021) 

- fosters social cohesion 
(Murzyn-Kupisz and Dzialek, 2013; Jepson and Clarke, 2015; Power and 
Smyth, 2016; Beel and Wallace, 2021) 



Involvement of migrants & refugees

- Inclusive project design

- Schools

- Active search for participants & stories

1. interviews

2. artistic workshops

3. volunteering 



1. Collecting stories through interviews

Yullia, 
from Ukraine, 2022

Elaleh, 
from Iran, 2019

Ilonka, 
from Hungary, 1947

Reaction from respondent:
"You have turned my life into a wonderful story. 
Thank you for sharing my emotions. I am very grateful." 



2. Artistic workshops

- “improved mental well-being”
- “supporting the preservation of personal identity, heritage and 

experience”
- “promoting social inclusion, social cohesion, social acceptance 

and belonging”
World Health Organization. Arts and health: supporting 

the mental well-being of forcibly displaced people. 2022. 



2. Artistic workshops
Visual arts: 

- gelli-plate printing and crafting tiny houses with natural materials: 
room for experiment and diverse end results

- parent & child, and young people

- public space and refugee asylum centers Arendonk, Turnhout



2. Artistic workshops

Visual arts: 

World Health Organization. Arts and health: supporting 
the mental well-being of forcibly displaced people. 2022. 



2. Artistic workshops

Dance and movement:
- at heritage sites Merksplas Kolonie, Stadsboerderij Turnhout

- inspired by migration stories

- investigate relationship emotion, body, physical expression



2. Artistic workshops

Theatre and dance: 

World Health Organization. Arts and health: supporting 
the mental well-being of forcibly displaced people. 2022. 



2. Artistic workshops

Literature and writing

- primary school De Stip in Arendonk, spring 2025

- with OKAN-class

- libraries Merksplas and Turnhout

- writing/podcasting workshops with young people

- educational trajectory for schools

- story trails

- reading lists

- writing challenge



2. Artistic workshops

Literature and writing: 

World Health Organization. Arts and health: supporting 
the mental well-being of forcibly displaced people. 2022. 



3. Volunteering
- Active participation in project

- Personal development and social cohesion 

- Meaningful social roles, valued cultural knowledge and experience

Parker 2014 



3. Voluntary work

Thank you ! 
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